Hayurom Behy MHCTMTYTa 3@ GU3MKY

YHuUBep3uTeT y beorpaay

Npeamet: Mon6a 3a noKpeTarbe NOCTynKa 3a u3bop y 3Barbe UCTPAXKUBAY CAPAAHMK

Monum HayuHo sehe MHcTUTYTa 32 dU3nKy y Beorpajy Aa NoKpeHe NocTynak 3a moj u3bop y
3Barbe MCTPaXKMBaY CapajHUK, Ha OCHOBY NPUNOMKEHE AOKYMEHTauuje.

Y npunory AocTas/bam:

MMULW/berbe PYKOBOAMOLLA NPOjeKTa ca NPe/siorom Y1aHoBa KoMUCHje 3a n3bop y 3Barve
KpaTky CTpy4Hy buorpadujy

Mpernes Hay4yHe akTMBHOCTH

Cnucak 06jaB/beHMX HayuYHWX pafoBa passpcTaH No sBaxehum KaTeropujama v tbmxose

-l ol

Konwuje
5. TOTBPAY O NONOMEHUM UCMMTMMA Ha AOKTOPCKMM CTyAnjama, y3 OnNuc Cagpikaja npeamera
OpbpaHa [OKTOPCKOr NpojekTa
Konujy aunnome ca OCHOBHUX CTyZiMja v NOTBPAY O M3jeAHadYaBatby Ca MacTep Auniomom
7. ToTBPAY O YyNMCaHWM LOKTOPCKAM CTyAWjamMa U Npujas/beHOj TEMU AOKTOPCKE AucepTayuje

Y Beorpagy, 05. Aeuembpa 2019.
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MwupjaHa MuneTuh




HayuHom sehy MHCTUTYTa 33 PU3MKY

YHuBep3uTeT y beorpagy

Mpegmet: Muw/berbe pykoBoAMOLA NPOjeKTa 0 M36opy y 3Batbe MCTPaXKMBaAY capagHUK
KaHaupata MupjaHe Munetuh

MupjaHa Munetuh je y Hosembpy 2015. roguHe ynucana OKTOPCKe CTyaunje Ha Bruonowkom
daxyntety YHusep3suTeTta y beorpagy, Ha moayny MonekynapHa buonoruja eykapuota. Og jaHyapa
2018. je 3anocneHa y /labopaTtopumju 3a HaHOCTPYKType, LleHTpa 3a ¢uM3MKy YBPCTOr CTarba M HOBE
martepujane MHcTuTyTa 33 dusKky y beorpagy. AHra)kosaHa je Ha npojekTy MuUHUCTapCcTBa npocseeTe,
Hayke W TexHonowkor passoja OWN171032, nopg HasuMsom ,PU3MKA HAHOCTPYKTYPHUX OKCHMAHMX
maTtepujana v jako KopenucaHnux cuctema”. CBoj 4OKTOPCKM npojekat ogbpaHmna je Ha Buonowkom
darynTeTy YHuBep3uTeTa y beorpaay Ha jasHoj oabpanu 28. jyHa 2019. rogmHe ca HajBMULLIOM OLEHOM,
a Tema [OKTOpcKe aucepTtauuje ,EdDekTM MeTan-oKCMaHWX HaHOYecTMua Ha eykapuoTcke henwuje
npoy4asaHu BMBpaLMoOHOM CNEKTPOCKONMjOM U MUKPOCKONKjOM Ha Ba3u aTomckux cuna” npuxsahena
je Ha HacrasHo-HayuHom Behy Buonowkor pakyntera.

KoayTop je jepHor Hay4YHor paga Kateropuje M21 wu 2 caonwrterba ca mehyHapoaHmx
KoHpepeHymja. MpBHM je ayTop Ha paay KOju ce Hanasu Ha peueH3njM y Yaconucy Kateropuje M21.

C ob3upom pga MwupjaHa Munetuh ucnywasa CBe KpUTepujyme nponucaHe of CTpaHe
MWHKUCTapCTBa NPOCBETE, HayKe M TEXHO/IOWKOr Pa3Boja, carnacHa cam C NoKpeTarem MocTynka 3a
teH 13bop y 3Barbe UCTPaXKMBaY CapagHuK.

3a unaHose Komucuje 3a u3bop MupjaHe Munetuh y 3Barbe UCTPaXKMBaY CapagHUK Npeanaxem:

1) pp Corba Awkpabuh, HayuyHu capagHuK, MHCTUTYT 3a du3smky y beorpagy
2) pp 3opaHa Joxuyesuh-Mutposuh, HayuHKU caBeTHUK, MHCTUTYT 3a du3unky y beorpaay
3) paplopaH bpajywkosuh, pegosHu npodecop, buonowku pakynter YHusepsuterta y beorpaay

Y beorpagy, 05. geuembap 2019.

Ap 3opaHa [lox4yesuh-Mutposuh,

Hay4HW CaBEeTHMK,

pykosoaunay npojekta OM171032



Bbuorpadwuja kaHgmpaTta

MwupjaHa Munetuh je poheHa 29.10.1985. y Nloptem MunaHoBuy, r4e je 3aBpLIKAA OCHOBHY
LWKOAY U TMMHa3njy. bronowku dpakyntet YHMBep3uTeTa y beorpaay 3aspwuna jey jyHy 2015. roamHe,
ca npoceyHoMm oueHom 8.59 n oueHom 10 Ha AunaomcKom paay ,JeTekumnja nsopopmmn ecTporeHcKor
peuentopa 6eta (ERB) nmyHonpeumnuTaymjom 1 PamaHOBOM CNEKTPOCKOMMjOM®, CTEKABLUM 3Batbe
ANNNOMMPAHN MONEKyNapHu Buonor u dusmnonor. ¥ Hosembpy 2015. je ynucana AOKTOpPCKe cTyauje
Ha buonowkom dakyntety YHuBepsuteta y beorpagy, Ha mopyny MonekynapHa 6uonoruja
eykapuoTa. MNonoxuna je cee ncnute npegsmheHe nporpamom AOKTOPCKUX CTyAMja ca oueHom 10.
HayuHo-HacTaBHoM Behy Buonowkor ¢akynteta npujasuna je temy nog Hasmsom ,Edektn metan-
OKCMAHUX HaHo4yecTMLa Ha eyKapuoTcke henmje npoyyaBaHM BMOPALMOHOM CMEKTPOCKOMMjOM M
MUKpPOCKOMNMjom Ha 6asn aTtomckmx cuna“. Ha UHcTuTyTy 3a dM3MKy je 3anocneHa og 10.1.2018. y
JNabopaTopujn 3a HaHOCTPYKTYpe LieHTpa 3a YBPCTO CTakbe M HOBE MaTepujane, ca aHraxKoBarem Ha
npojekty MuHUCTApPCTBA MNPOCBETE, HAyKe M TEeXHOMOWKOr pas3soja ,PU3nKa HaAHOCTPYKTYPHUX
OKCUOHMX MaTepujana M jako KopenncaHux cuctema”. Kao Hocunay DAAD ctuneHamje 3a KpaTke
UCTparkMBayKke bOOpaBKe, NpoBena je wWecT meceunm Ha J1ajbHMUOBOM WMHCTUTYTY 3a (OTOHCKe
TexHosioruje y JeHn, HemauKa, y rpynn CnekTpocKonuja U CNEeKTPOCKOMCKO OC/IMKaBake (aeuembap
2017-maj 2018). MonasHUK je neThe LWKoAe 33 KAMHUYKY BunodotoHumky (Clinical Biophotonics) y
Koumbpu, MopTyran, opraHnsosaHy y okBupy COST akumje BM1401 ,Biomedicine and Molecular
Biosciences Raman-based applications for clinical diagnostics (Raman4clinics)” 10-12. oktobpa 2018.
Y peuembpy 2019. roanHe aobuna je cTuneHaujy 3a UCTpaxkMBauyku 6opasak y nabopaTtopuju
CUHXpoTpoHa Enetpa y Tpcty, Wtanuja, roe he paautM Ha eKcnepumeHTy WHdpaupseHe
CNEKTPOCKOMNje U OCIMKABakba eyKapuoTckux henuvja TpeTmpaHnx HaHodYecTULaMa.



Mpernep Hay4yHe aKTUBHOCTU

LleHTpanHo nosbe uUcTparkmBaykor paga MwupjaHe Munetnh obyxsata npaherbe M aHanusy
npomeHa Ha TymopckMm hennjama eykapuMoTa HaKOH WHTepakumje ca MeTan-oKCUAHUM
HaHoYecTMLLaMa MEeTOAOM paMaHCKe cnekTpockonuje. Mo3HATO je Aa MeTan-oKCuAHe HaHo4vecTuue
MOTry CMakbuUTK pact henuja n nHaykosaTn heanjcky cMpT PasInyUTUM MEXaHU3MUMA U Y Pa3/IMYUTOM
CTeneHy, 3aBUCHO 04, GU3NYKO-XEMMU|CKMX NapameTapa CaMuX HAHOYeCTULLA, OA4HOCHO CpeauHe y Kojoj
ce NHTepaKkuuja nsmehy HaHoyectuua n henvja oasmja. TakBe NPOMEHE Ce Yy NPAKCU TUMUYHO npaTe
6MONOWKUM N BUOXEMUjCKMM METOaMa 3a Koje cy Hajuewhe HeonxoaHW obenexnBaum n peareHcm,
M Koje cy Au3ajHnpaHe Tako Aa npaTte NpomeHy jegHor oapeheHor hennjckor napameTtpa/monekyna.
3a pas3/iMKy o4 HMX, pPamMaHCKa CMEeKTPOCKOMNMja, Koja KOpUCTU edeKaT HeenacTUYHOr pacejatba
CBET/IOCTU Ha BMOpaLMjamMa MOJIEKY/ICKUX Be3a 3a Aobujarbe MHPopMaLMje 0O MONEKYICKOM CacTaBy U
CTPYKTYPW, He 3axTeBa ynotpeby obenexmBaya U MOXKe Ce M3BECTU TaKo Aa He HapyLln UHTerputert
npoy4asaHux hennja mnam 6uonowKknx monekyna. Unmw paga MupjaHe Munetnh je ucnutusarbe
MoryhHOCTM nNpUMeHe OBE MEeTOAO/IorMje Ha Mpoy4YaBare LMTOTOKCUYHOCTU METaN-OKCUAHUX
HaHoYecTMUa W Au3ajHMparbe onwTer MmoAena 3a KnacudukoBare MHTepakumja nsmehy henuja u
METaN-OKCUAHUX HaHOYEeCTUL,A BUOPALMOHOM CEKTPOCKOMNjOM.

Y pocagawrem pagy, MupjaHa Munetuh je TecTpana LMTOTOKCUYHOCT YecTnua CeOy, TiOz U
BiFeOs; Ha hennjama menaHoma (nnHKUja A375) 1 KapuuHoma rpanha matepuue (AnHuja Hela). Paguna
je Ha onTMMM3OBakY [03a HaHOYECTULA M BpemeHa MHKybaumje ca henmnjama Kojuma ce MOCTUKe
YMEpPEHO UUTOTOKCMYaH edeKaT, Kao U Ha ONTMMM3ALMjM MeToda 3a AUcrneproBarbe HaHodYecTuua. Ha
OCHOBY pe3ynTaTa 6MONOLWKUX TECTOBA LUTOTOKCUYHOCTH, 3a Kopuwhere y PamaH ekcnepumeHTUmMa
ofabpana je QABe BPCTe HaHoyecTMua uepujym-amokcuaa (CeO,, obno)KeHe p[eKCTpaHOM U
HeobnoxeHe) n Hela henunje Kao mopgen-cuctem. PamaHcke cnekTpe henmja uHKyBupaHux ca
HaHoYecTMLLaMa @ HaKOH Tora puUKcMpaHux dopmangexmaom, MupjaHa Munetuh aHannsmupa nomohy
MeToAa MYNTMBapUjaHTHE CTaTUCTMKe (aHanM3a rNaBHUMX KomnoHeHaTa, eHrn. PCA, napuwmjanHa
perpecuja MeToaoM HajMmarbMX KBaApaTa, eHrA. PLS, AiMHeapHa ANCKPUMMHATHA aHanu3a, eHrn. LDA)y
nporpamckom jesnky R, 36or yera ce moxke pehm pa nocebHy nop-o6nacT HeHOr Hay4vyHor
WHTEepecoBarba NPeAcTaB/ba U pasBujarbe anropuMTama 3a CTaTUCTUUKY obpady M KnacuduKauujy
BesInKor 6poja BUOPALIMOHMX CNeKTapa y OBOM MPOrpamcKoOM je3nky. Pesyntate aHanM3e paMaHCKUX
cnekTapa MwupjaHa Kopenuie ca buonowkum TectoBuma henmjckor pacta n sujabunHoctn (6ojersem
cyndopogaMMHOM M TpunaH nNaaBMm) M aHanmse henujckor LMKAyca M anonTo3e MNpPOTOYHOM
uMToMeTpujom. Ha Taj HauuH, pacsBeT/baBajyhun edekTe MHTepaKuMja HaHoyecTuua ca henujama,
WUCTOBPEMEHO TecTUpa CTeneH CaMOCTaJIHOCTU BMOpaLMOHE CMEKTPOCKOMuje y Mpoy4vaBarby AaTuX
edekara. Pesyntati gobujeHn y 0BOj CTyAMju Cy NpeacTaB/beHN Y paay Koju je NocnaT Ha peuegHsnjy y
yaconuc Biochimica et Biophysica Acta (BBA) - General Subjects. Y kbemy je noKkasaHo Aa ce pamaHCKoM
CNEeKTPOCKOMUjoM mory AeTektoBaTu npomeHe y hennjckom cagpkajy AHK, amnuaa v npoTtemHa, Kao
W Bapujaumje y CeKyHAaPHOj CTPYKTypW MNpoTeMHA, U Aa ce pasavke y edekTMma nBe BpcTe
HaHoOYecTMUa Uepujym-AuoKcMaa MOry oApeauTy CYMTU/HMje W MNpeuunsHuje Hero CTaHAapAHUM
H6MONOLWKMM TECTOBMMA LIUTOTOKCMYHOCTU. Kao foaaTHY meToay 3a npaherbe edekata HaHovecTULA
Ha hennje MupjaHa Munetuh KopuctM MMKpocKonujy Ha 6a3m aTomckux cuna (AFM), Kojom ce
KapakTepully mopdonowke npomeHe Ha henujckoj membpaHu, jeapy v ApyrMm CTpyKTypama.
Jocapawma meperba Cy Nokasana 3HavyajHe mogndurKaumje oBUX CTPYKTYpa Koa TpeTupaHux henuja,
y carfacjy ca kbMX0BMM PAMaHCKMUM CMEKTPUMA.



Kao ctuneHamncra Hemadke akagemcke opraHmsaumje DAAD, MupjaHa Munetnh je wect meceum
6opaBuna Ha UHCTUTYTY 3a POTOHCKe TexHonoruje y JeHn, Hemauka (aeuembap 2017 - maj 2018). Y
OKBMpPY OBOI UCTPAXKMBAYKOr 6bopaBKa, MupjaHa je umana Npuanky ga paau y henumjckoj kyntypu m
HenocpeaHo ce 6aBM 6MOOWKNUM TecTOBUMA edekaTa HaHouecTnuama CeO; Ha hennjcke anHunje THP-
1 nHela, AOK je UCTOBpPEMEHO Meperba PaMaHCKMX CleKTapa TpeTupaHux henuvja nsseanna Ha "home-
built" PamaH MuKpockony, cneumjanHo npunaroheHom 3a mepera Ha henvjama. Y TOKy osor
NCTparkMBaykor 6opaBka MupjaHa Mwunetuh je Kopuctehu pamaHCKy CREKTPOCKOMMjy mManupana
cafprKaj HaHoYeCTMUa Y TPeTUpaHUm henvjama n TMMe NOTBPANIA HbUXOBO NPUCYCTBO Y LIUTONNA3MMU
TpeTupaHux Hela henuja.

MwupjaHa Munetuh je Takohe ysena yyewhe y ctyamju moryhHoctM ynotpebe PamaHoBe
CNEeKTPOCKoMNuje y AujarHocTMum 1 npahewy akyTHUX KOMMAMKauMja Aujabeteca TmMna 2, Koja ce
cnposogm y capagteu MHcTUTyTa 3a dM3mnKy ca Metabonmykom n KopoHapHOM jeauHULOM YpreHTHor
ueHTpa KnamHuukor ueHtpa Cpbuje. Y cTyamju cy MepeHn U aHaM3MpPaHN PaMaHCKU CMEKTPU KpBHe
niaasme n cepyma Amjabetmyapa y ctakby KeToaumpose, XMnperinkeMmnjcKkor XmnepocmonaHor CTakba,
K0 M HAKOH aKyTHOr MHdapKTa MMOKapAa. AHanu3a je noKasana rpynucare Crnektapa Koje ce y
M3BECHOj Mepu noAyaapa Ca HUXOBOM KNACUPUKALMJOM HA OCHOBY OMOXEMMUJCKMX M KAMHUYKUX
KapaKTepuctuka. lMnaHuMpaHo je ga ce oBa CTyauja y HapeaHO] rOAMHW HAcTaBM, a AOCadalltbu
pesynTatu cy npeacrtaB/beHU Ha mehyHapoaHoj KoHdbepeHuuju PHOTONICA 2017 pagom ,Study of
acute complications of diabetes mellitus type Il by Raman spectroscopy”.

MwupjaHa Munetuh je 6una unaH cpnckor Tuma y COST akumju Ramandclinics (2014-2018), Koja
Ceé HA WHTEPAMCUMNAMHAPHU HauuH 6aBuMna NPUMEHOM PasIUUYUTUMX MOAANMUTETA pPaMaHCKe
CMEeKTPOCKoNnuje Kao meToda 3a 6p3y U HEMHBA3UBHY KAMHWYKY AMjarHOCTUKY. Y okTtobpy 2018.
noxahana je Raman4clinics neTky WKONY KANHUYKE BUOoPOTOHMKe y JIcaboHy, Ha Kojoj je ycMeHo
npeacTaBufa pesyntate cBor paga y o61acT pamaHcKe cnekTpockonuje henuja. MpeseHTaumja je
Hocuna Hasume ,Nanoparticle-cell interaction study using Raman spectroscopy”.

MwupjaHa je ydyecTBoBana Yy aHaAM3M GOTOKATA/IMTUUYKE aKTMBHOCTM HaHOUMAMHAAPA
Eu*:Pr(OH); y pa3srpahuBatby opraHckmx 3arahusauda. CneKkTpopOTOMETPUJCKUM Meperbuma
KOHUEHTpauMja 3arahmBaya HaKOH TpPeTMaHa HaHOCTPYKTypama y3 MpPUCYCTBO CBET/IIOCHe nobyae y
ynTpasbybuyactom Aesly CNeKTpa W aHa/iM30M  OaTWX Mepewa O4peavna  je  AUHaAMUKY
doToKaTanUTMuUKe pasrpagrbe as3o-6oje (3arahmsaua). Y ucTpaxkuBary je nokasaHo pa Eu’
noBpwuHCKa cTarba, NOs rpyne Kao aKkuenTopu M aedeKkTHa CTakba KUCEOHMYHMX BaKaHUMja
AonpuHoce $OTOKATAIMTUYKOj aKTUBHOCTH, jep cnpeyasajy 6p3y peKoMOUHaLMjy eNeKTPOH-LIYT/bUHA
MapoBa, a Aa ce NPOMEHa FUXOBUX KOHLLEHTPaLMja MOXKe MCKOPUCTUTU 33 NOjavyaBarbe aACoOPNTUBHUX
nAn GOTOKaATaNUTMUKKUX ocobuHa Pr(OH)s HaHOCTPYKTypa. Pe3ynTaT oBOr UCTpaXKmMBarba 06jaB/beHM
cy y paay y yaconucy Physical Chemistry Chemical Physics.
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Introduction

Nanocrystalline rare earth hydroxides have started to draw
attention in the recent years because they are relatively facile

Nitrate-assisted photocatalytic efficiency of
defective Eu-doped Pr(OH); nanostructurest

S. Askrabi¢,*® V. D. Aratjo,” M. Passacantando,” M. I. B. Bernardi,” N. Tomig¢,?
B. Doj¢inovi¢,® D. Manojlovi¢,” B. Calija, 29 M. Mileti¢® and
Z. D. Doh¢evi¢-Mitrovic*?

Pr(OH)s one-dimensional nanostructures are a less studied member of lanthanide hydroxide
nanostructures, which recently demonstrated an excellent adsorption capacity for organic pollutant
removal from wastewater. In this study, Pr;_,Eu,(OH); (x = 0, 0.01, 0.03, and 0.05) defective
nanostructures were synthesized by a facile and scalable microwave-assisted hydrothermal method
using KOH as an alkaline metal precursor. The phase and surface composition, morphology, vibrational,
electronic and optical properties of the as-prepared samples were characterized by X-ray diffraction
(XRD), X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS), inductively coupled plasma optical emission
spectrometry (ICP-OES), transmission electron microscopy (TEM), field emission scanning electron
microscopy (FE-SEM), Raman, infrared (IR), photoluminescence (PL), and diffuse reflectance
spectroscopy (DRS). It was deduced that the incorporation of Eu®* ions promoted the formation of
oxygen vacancies in the already defective Pr(OH)s;, subsequently changing the Pr(OH)s nanorod
morphology. The presence of KNOs phase was registered in the Eu-doped samples. The oxygen-
deficient Eu-doped Pr(OH)s nanostructures displayed an improved photocatalytic activity in the removal
of reactive orange (RO16) dye under UV-vis light irradiation. An enhanced photocatalytic activity of the
Eu-doped Pr(OH)s nanostructures was caused by the synergetic effect of oxygen vacancies and Eu®*
(NOs™) ions present on the Pr(OH)s surface, the charge separation efficiency and the formation of the
reactive radicals. In addition, the 3% Eu-doped sample exhibited very good adsorptive properties due to
different morphology and higher electrostatic attraction with the anionic dye. Pr;  Eu,(OH)s
nanostructures with the possibility of tuning their adsorption/photocatalytic properties present a great
potential for wastewater treatment.

to synthesize and usually do not require high-temperature
annealing. As all rare earth compounds, lanthanide hydroxides
display an interesting catalytic, optical, magnetic and adsorp-
tive properties."> They also represent a straightforward
approach for obtaining rare earth oxides since these hydroxides
can be transformed to the corresponding oxides by annealing
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at higher temperatures. Rare earth hydroxides in the form of
one-dimensional nanostructures were synthesized by different
methods such as precipitation, hydrothermal or microemulsion
method or electrodeposition.>® It is known that lanthanide
hydroxides most often crystallize into one-dimensional (1D)
structures, such as nanorods, nanobundles or nanobelts. These
1D porous structures have the potential for applications in
water pollutant removal since their dimensionality makes them
much more accessible to the pollutant molecules. Moreover, it
is expected that the abundance of -OH groups (inherent in
these materials) can have a significant impact on their photo-
catalytic and adsorptive properties. As the 1D nanostructures
are expected to have a better surface activity if the total surface

This journal is © the Owner Societies 2017
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to volume ratio is higher, it is of interest to obtain nanorods/
nanowires with a high length-to-diameter ratio. The 1D geometry
(the aspect ratio of longer to shorter dimension) can be tuned in
the hydrothermal synthesis process by changing the molar ratios
of [OH J/[Ln*"], where OH™ ions originate from the hydroxide
precursor and Ln** ions from lanthanide salt or oxide, but this
ratio is also dependent on the choice of alkaline metal hydroxide.
In the case of Eu(OH);, it was shown that with increasing ratio of
[OH J/[Eu’"], the aspect ratio of the 1D nanostructures decreased
when NaOH was used,® but increased when KOH was used."°

Among nanocrystalline lanthanide hydroxides, the electro-
chemically prepared 1D Pr(OH); nanostructures were shown to
possess the excellent adsorptive properties regarding the dye
removal from water.®’ Electrodeposition was also used to produce
the 1D Pr(OH); nanostructures that demonstrated good adsorp-
tion of phosphates.? Furthermore, the 1D porous Pr(OH); nano-
wire bundles synthesized by a template-free electrochemical
deposition method demonstrated good ferromagnetic properties.”
In addition, the toxicity studies of the porous Pr(OH); nanostruc-
tures demonstrated their great potential as the environmentally
friendly adsorbent materials.”

There are only a few papers dedicated to the investigation of the
1D Pr(OH); nanostructures™® and a majority of them concerned
the adsorptive properties of this material. To the best of our
knowledge, the photocatalytic properties of pure or doped
Pr(OH); have not been investigated up till date. This is probably
due to the relatively large band gap of these materials (4.7 eV) and
their consequent insufficient efficiency in the absorption of the
solar radiation. However, a recent study by Dong et al.®> showed
that oxygen vacancies can create the electronic states within the
band gap of La(OH); nanorods, extending their photoresponse
range and making them very efficient photocatalysts. In addition,
doping of La(OH); nanorods with lanthanides, Ln', drastically
improved their photocatalytic activity; Eu®* was one of the
dopants that produced the best results in this direction.*

In this study, Pr(OH); nanorods and Pr;_,Eu,(OH); (x = 0.01,
0.03, and 0.05) nanostructures were obtained by a microwave-
assisted hydrothermal method. We demonstrated that Eu doping
influences the changes in the Pr(OH); morphology, the adsorption
affinity, and can substantially increase the photocatalytic activity of
Pr(OH); nanorods towards the dye degradation. In addition, the
doping changes the content of oxygen vacancies, which, together
with synthesis-introduced nitrates and morphology, determine
whether the resulting nanostructures are dominantly photo-
catalysts or adsorbents. The facile and scalable synthesis, the
high photocatalytic activity of Eu-doped Pr(OH); nanostructures
and the possibility of tuning the ratio of their adsorptive/photo-
catalytic activity present a great potential for their application in
the efficient and cost-effective pollutant removal.

Experimental

Preparation of pure and Eu-doped Pr(OH); nanostructures

Pr,_,Eu,(OH); (x = 0, 0.01, 0.03, and 0.05) nanostructures were
prepared by the microwave-assisted hydrothermal method
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from the precursor oxides, PrsO;; and Eu,O;. The synthesis
procedure included the following steps: first, the precursors
were dissolved in aqueous HNOj3; subsequently, 0.02 mol of the
dissolved Pr- and Eu-precursors (0, 1%, 3% and 5% at. Eu) were
added into 50 mL of distilled water. Following this, 50 mL of a
10 M KOH solution was added rapidly under vigorous stirring.
KOH was chosen as a precursor for the hydrothermal synthesis
of pure and doped Pr(OH); nanorods in this study, as it has
been shown that it enhances the formation of 1D nanorods
with a higher ratio of length to diameter.'® The mixed solution
was placed in a 110 mL Teflon autoclave (filling 90% of its
volume), which was sealed and placed in a microwave-assisted
hydrothermal system; 2.45 GHz of microwave radiation was
applied at a maximum power of 800 W. The temperature was
measured with a temperature sensor (type K thermocouple)
inserted into the vessel. Each of the as-prepared solutions was
subjected to the microwave hydrothermal synthesis and heated
to a temperature of 140 °C for 10 min. The products were then
air-cooled to room temperature. The as-obtained precipitate
powder was washed several times with distilled water and iso-
propyl alcohol and then dried on a hot plate at 60 °C for 24 h.

Characterization

The powder X-ray diffraction (XRD) characterization was performed
using a Shimadzu diffractometer (Model XRD-7000, CuKo. radiation
(4 = 1.54 A), 40 kv and 30 mA). The scanning range was between
5 and 120° (20) with a step size of 0.02° and a step time of 5.0 s. The
Rietveld analysis was performed using the Rietveld refinement
program GSAS." A pseudo-Voigt profile function was used. The
specific surface area (Sger) was estimated from the N, adsorption/
desorption isotherms at liquid nitrogen temperature following the
multipoint BET procedure using a Micromeritics ASAP 2000. The
determination of the concentrations of europium in the doped
samples was performed by inductively coupled plasma optical
emission spectrometry (ICP-OES) using an iCAP 6500 Duo ICP
(Thermo Fisher Scientific, Cambridge, UK) spectrometer and
RACIDS86 charge injector device (CID) detector with iTEVA opera-
tional software. The quantification of europium in the solutions
was performed at the following emission wavelength: Eu II
381.967 nm. The morphology of the nanostructures was charac-
terized by transmission electron microscopy (TEM) and field
emission scanning electron microscopy (FE-SEM). The TEM
characterization was conducted on a Philips CM 300 microscope
operating at 300 kV. The SEM measurements were carried out on
a Tescan MIRA3 field emission gun at 10-20 kV under high
vacuum. The SEM working distance was between 3.3 and 4 mm.
The room-temperature micro-Raman spectra of Pr;_,Eu,(OH);
nanostructures were excited using solid state Nd:YAG laser line
of 514 nm. Low laser power (~2 mW) was applied to prevent
the thermal degradation of the sample. Tri Vista 557 triple
spectrometer coupled to the nitrogen-cooled CCD detector was
employed for the spectra collection at room temperature. X-ray
photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS) measurements were performed
using the PHI ESCA system equipped with a non-monochromatic
Al X-ray source (1486.6 eV) with a hemispherical analyzer. The
infrared transmission spectra (IR) were obtained on a Thermo
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Nicolet 6700 Fourier transform infrared spectrophotometer at
room temperature. Diffuse reflectance spectra (DRS) were acquired
using a Specord M40 Carl Zeiss spectrometer. The room-
temperature PL measurements were performed on a Spex Fluorolog
spectrofluorometer using a 340 nm excitation wavelength.

Photodegradation tests

The photocatalytic activity of Pr; ,Eu,(OH); nanostructures
under UV light irradiation was evaluated by monitoring the
decomposition of reactive orange (RO16) as a model pollutant.
The batch-type experiments were performed in an open thermo-
stated cell (at 25 °C) equipped with a water circulating jacket
to maintain the solution at room temperature. A mercury lamp
(125 W) was used as a light source. The initial concentration of
RO16 in an aqueous suspension was 50 mg L' and the working
volume was 25 mL. Before the photocatalytic experiment, the cell
was kept in dark for 60 min in order to achieve the adsorption-
desorption equilibrium. At regular time intervals, the aliquots
were taken and the dye concentration was monitored by measuring
the variation of the intensity of absorption peak at Zmax = 494 nm
using a Varian Super Scan 3 UV-vis spectrophotometer. The photo-
catalytic experiments were conducted at the natural pH of the RO16
dye (pH = 4.7). In order to detect the formation of the photo-
generated hydroxyl radicals (OH*), the photoluminescence (PL)
measurements were performed using terephthalic acid, which is
known to react with OH® radicals and produce highly fluorescent
2-hydroxyterephthalic acid. The experiment was conducted at
ambient temperature and the photocatalyst was placed in an
open thermostated cell filled with 20 mL of 5 x 10~* mol L™*
terephthalic acid in a diluted NaOH aqueous solution with a
concentration of 2 x 10™% mol L™". A UV light source was used
and a sampling was performed after 5, 10, and 15 min. The PL
spectra of the reaction solution, using an excitation wavelength
of 315 nm, were measured on a Spex Fluorolog spectrofluoro-
meter system following the changes of the PL peak at 425 nm,
at which the 2-hydroxyterephthalic acid exhibits an intense
PL peak.

Results and discussion

The structural characterization of the obtained Pr; ,Eu,(OH);
(x=0,0.01, 0.03, and 0.05) nanostructures was performed using
XRD analysis and the diffraction patterns are shown in Fig. 1.
All diffraction peaks of the as-synthesized samples can be
perfectly indexed to the hexagonal P6;/m space group (ICSD
No. 200487 or JCPDS No. 83-2304)."* The secondary peaks
(marked with (*) in Fig. 1) at 23.5° 33.9° and 43.7° were
detected in the Eu-doped samples and ascribed to KNO; that
was formed from the precursors.”® The lattice parameters
(a and ¢) and oxygen occupancy factor (Ogecyp) calculated from
the Rietveld refinement and the quality factors (Rexp and Rgragg)
of the refinement are summarized in Table 1.

The lattice parameters slightly decreased with Eu doping
due to the substitution of the larger Pr** ion (radii = 1.179 A)
by the smaller Eu®" ion (radii = 1.12 A)'® except for the 3%
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Fig. 1 XRD patterns obtained for Pr;_,Eu,(OH)s nanostructures (0 < x <
0.05). The positions of the diffraction peaks assigned to KNOz are marked
with asterisks.

Table 1 Specific surface area (Sget), lattice parameters (a) and (c), oxygen
occupancy factor (Ogccup), and density (p) of Pry_Eu,(OH)z hanostructures

a
Rexp RBragg

SgET . . p
sample (m*g™") a’(A) (&)  Oocep” (gem™) (%) (%)

Pr(OH); 130.52  6.453(4) 3.769(9) 0.84(8) 4.45 11.6 6.0
1% Eu  83.24  6.453(4) 3.768(9) 0.80(2) 4.39 12.6 7.0
3% Eu  63.05 6.461(1) 3.769(0) 0.66(6) 4.22 13.0 8.5
5% Eu 8277  6.449(0) 3.763(4) 0.74(5) 4.34 11.9 6.0

¢ Calculated via the Rietveld refinement.

Eu-doped sample. The decrease in Ogecyp With Eu doping
signifies an increase in oxygen vacancy content. From
Table 1, it can be seen that the 3% Eu-doped sample has the
smallest Ogccup, L€., the highest content of oxygen vacancies,
the presence of which can be responsible for the observed
lattice expansion in this sample.'® In Table 1, the BET specific
surface area and the density of the as-synthesized samples are
also presented. Clearly, the specific surface area (Spgr)
decreased in the doped samples compared to that of the pure
hydroxide and was the lowest in the 3% Eu-doped sample.

The type of dopant and its incorporation influence the
properties of the obtained materials to a great extent. Therefore,
it is important to determine precisely the amount of the incorpo-
rated Eu in Pr; _,Eu,(OH); (0.01 < x < 0.05) nanopowders. In that
sense, the ICP analysis was performed and the results reveal that
the content of the incorporated Eu is slightly lower than its
nominal content for each doped sample (see Table 2).

The morphology of pure and Eu-doped nanostructures was
characterized by TEM and FE-SEM. Fig. 2 shows the TEM
images of pure and Eu-doped Pr(OH); nanostructures, while
the SEM images are shown in Fig. S1 in the ESL{ Pure Pr(OH);
dominantly consists of well-dispersed nanorods with diameters
ranging between 5 and 10 nm (Fig. 2(a)). With the increase
of the Eu dopant content, the morphology of the obtained
nanomaterials changed and besides nanorods, the increasing
presence of irregularly shaped grains that do not have the
nanorod morphology was also observed. This can be explained
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Table 2 Measured Eu content of Pr;_,Eu,(OH)s nanostructures by
ICP-OES

Measured Eu  Atomic
Theoretical Eu content concentration
Sample content (mgg™') (mgg ) (%)
Prg.9oEUg.01(OH)3 7.91 6.45 0.82
Proo7EUg03(OH);  23.72 20.50 2.59
Pr0495EuO‘05(0H)3 39.48 32.64 4.13

Fig. 2 TEM images of (a) Pr(OH)s, (b) Pro.g9Euo.01(OH)s, () Pro.g7EU0.03(OH)s,
and (d) Prg.9sEug 05(OH)s nanostructures. The insets are the magnified images
of individual nanorods.

by the known fact that the dopant atoms can change the
crystallization directions and act as the nucleation centers,"”'®
thus changing the resultant morphology of the sample. It is also
worth to mention that in the case of the 3% Eu-doped Pr(OH);
sample, two types of nanorods were formed-narrow nanorods
with diameters in the range 7-15 nm (similar to pure Pr(OH);)
and wider nanorods, with diameters of the order of 50 nm (shown
in the inset of Fig. S1(c), ESIY).

The nature of the Eu ion incorporation was further studied
by Raman spectroscopy through analyzing the influence that
Eu doping has on the vibrational properties of the starting
material, Pr(OH);. The crystal symmetry of Pr(OH); is hexago-
nal with a symmetry group P63/m, for which the group theory
predicts 11 Raman active modes: 4A,, 2E;, and 5E,, modes.'*°
In Fig. 3, the room-temperature Raman spectra of pure and
Eu-doped Pr(OH); are shown. The main Raman modes of
Pr(OH); are present in the spectra of the pure and doped
samples and are positioned at the energies: 140 cm " (peak 1),
240 cm ' (peak 2), 294 cm ' (peak 3), 359 cm ™' (peak 4),
and 465 cm ™" (peak 5). The modes positioned at 240 cm™ " and
294 cm™ ! are ascribed to the Eiz and E,; lattice vibrations of
OH™ anion, whereas the E,; lattice vibrational mode of heavier
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Fig. 3 Room-temperature Raman spectra of Pry_,Eu,(OH)s nanostructures.

Pr’* ions is positioned at a lower energy of 140 cm™'. The
vibration frequencies of the OH™ atomic group are positioned
at359 cm ' and 465 cm™ ! (E,g and E; modes).'>** The Raman
peaks 3, 4 and 5 shifted slightly to higher wavenumbers in the
Pry.95EU, 05(OH);3 spectrum, which can be explained by a certain
degree of Eu substitutional incorporation onto the Pr sites as
these peaks are positioned at higher wavenumbers in Eu(OH);
compared to Pr(OH);*° Several low-frequency modes at
~53 ecm™ !, ~85 em™!, ~107 em !, ~127 em™', and
~137 cm™ " are present in the Raman spectra of the Eu-doped
samples. These modes correspond to nitrates, in the form of
either nitrate monohydrate layers interconnected with hydrogen
bonds*"*? or KNO;.?*** Both of these compounds can be formed
from the unreacted nitrate ions originating from the precursor.
The sharp Raman modes positioned at 715 cm™* and 1050 cm ™
correspond to the vibrations of NO;~ ions.>*** Based on the
results of Raman spectroscopy and keeping in mind the X-ray
diffraction results, we can conclude that some amount of the
crystalline KNO; phase is present in the Eu-doped Pr(OH);
samples. The XPS measurements of the Pr; ,Eu,(OH); samples
enabled the elucidation of changes in the chemical composition
and electronic structures with Eu doping and determined the
valence states of various species present in the pure and doped
samples.

Fig. 4(a) shows the survey XPS spectra of the Pr; ,Eu,(OH)3
samples, while the Pr 3d, Eu 3d, O 1s, and K 2p/C 1s XPS spectra
are shown in Fig. 4(b). The Pr 3d spectra (Fig. 4(b), upper left)
contain two spin-orbit doublets, labeled ¢/c’ and b/b’ with
approximate energies of 929/949 eV and 933/954 eV, respectively.
These doublets represent the 3ds, (¢, ) and 3ds, (¢, b')
components of the Pr 3d spectra. An additional structure ¢ is
present in the 3d;/, component and its presence can be explained
by multiple effects. The doublets ¢/c’ and b/b" are found both in
Pr*" and Pr’", so they cannot be used to distinguish between
these two valence states of Pr. The small peaks observed at
~923 eV and ~943 eV are identified as X-ray satellites, originating
from the non-monochromatic X-ray source. From the Eu
3d spectra (Fig. 4(b), upper right), we can observe that the
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Fig. 4 XPS spectra of Pr;_Eu,(OH)s nanostructures: (a) survey spectra, (b) high-resolution spectra of Pr 3d, Eu 3d, O 1s and K 2p/C 1s regions and

(c) deconvolution of O 1s region into three peaks.

components Eu 3ds/, and 3d;z,, are positioned at ~1134.7 eV
and ~1164.1 eV, respectively. These values correspond to the
Eu®* valence state. When compared to the literature values for
Eu,0; (1133.7),>° Eu(OH); (1134.3)*® and Eu(NOs); (1136.4),>°
it can be observed that these peaks are closest to those of
Eu(OH)z;, which confirms the substitutional incorporation of
Eu’" and the absence of europium oxide/nitrate. More evidence
indicating that Eu,0j; is not present in these samples is the fact
that the strong Raman mode of Eu,0; at ~330 cm ' was
not registered in the Raman spectra. The K 2p states are
particularly prominent in the 1% and 3% Eu-doped samples
(see Fig. 4(b)) and originate from the KNO; phase, as already
observed in the XRD and Raman spectra of the doped samples.
A low-intensity C 1s peak (see Fig. 4(b)) originates from the
surface impurity carbons, while the N1s states are characterized
by very low-intensity peaks visible in the survey XPS spectra.
The O 1s peaks of Pr; ,Eu,(OH); samples (Fig. 4(c)) are asym-
metric and have been deconvoluted into three components
positioned at ~529 eV, ~531 eV, and ~532 eV. The vertical
dashed lines shown in Fig. 4(c) indicate the binding energy (BE)
position of these three components. The latter two are generally
ascribed to the lattice oxygen and adsorbed -OH groups,
possibly from water,>>” while the peak at ~529 eV can be
ascribed to the surface oxygen vacancies.>

The elemental composition of the investigated samples
obtained by XPS measurements is represented in Table 3. The
atomic concentrations, shown in Table 3, were obtained con-
sidering the sensitivity factors of PHI (Physical Electronics) and
the peak features of Pr(3ds/,), O(1s) and Eu(3ds,) (Fig. 4). It can
be noticed that the relative atomic concentrations of Eu,
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Table 3 Elemental composition of Pr(OH)s;, pure and Eu-doped as
determined by XPS

Atomic concentration (%)

Sample  Pr (0] Eu Eu/(Eu+Pr)  Vacancy/lattice
Pr(OH); 24.501 75.499 0.000 0.16
1% Eu 21.674 77.846 0.480 2.0% 0.20
3% Eu 19.189 78.369 2.441 11.3% 0.22
5% Eu 21.213 75.030 3.757 15.0% 0.26

calculated as Eu/(Eu + Pr), were higher than the nominal
stoichiometric concentrations of this element. This can be a
consequence of the segregation of the dopant atoms on the
materials surface as already registered by XPS in other rare
earth nanocomposites.”® This finding suggests that Eu*>" ions
are segregated at the surfaces of nanocrystals, but mostly
connected to oxygen ions as deduced from the Eu 3d binding
energies. From the peak area fitting data of the components
that belong to lattice oxygen and oxygen vacancies, we have
calculated the oxygen molar ratio, which is also summarized in
Table 3. Although XPS provides the information about the
surface stoichiometry, the obtained ratio is in agreement with
the XRD results (see Table 1), confirming that the Eu-doped
samples are more oxygen deficient.

Infrared spectroscopy (IR) was employed to evidence the
presence of the -OH groups as well as other organic and
inorganic species. The IR transmission spectra of the pure
and Eu-doped Pr(OH)s, obtained in the range 500-4000 cm ™',
are shown in Fig. 5. The peak at 670 cm ™' represents the Pr-O-H
lattice vibration.’**° The prominent broad peaks at 1382 cm ™"
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Fig. 5 (a) IR transmission spectra and (b) normalized IR spectra of pure
and Eu-doped Pr(OH)z nanostructures.

and 1505 cm™ " belong to the symmetric and asymmetric COO™
vibrations® due to the adsorbed carbon species. Another sharp
peak at 1385 cm ™" with a much higher intensity in the spectra of
the doped samples is observed. This sharp peak can be ascribed
to the NO, ™~ vibrations® together with the observed low-intensity
peak at ~828 cm™ !, which also corresponds to the NO;~ vibra-
tions and is present only in the doped samples.*® The intensity of
this sharp peak (1385 cm™") is very high in the 1% Eu-doped
sample and decreases with the increase in the dopant concen-
tration as shown in the normalized IR spectra in Fig. 5(b)
(normalized to the Pr-OH vibration peak), which is in agreement
with the XPS K 2p spectra of the pure and doped samples.
Another sharp peak at 3600 cm ™' represents the vibrations of
the OH™ groups from Pr(OH);/Eu(OH);, while the broad peak at
3400 cm ™' corresponds to the delocalized OH ™ vibrations from
the adsorbed H,O on the sample surface.>***

The UV-vis absorption spectra of Pr; ,Eu,(OH); are pre-
sented in Fig. 6(a). A strong absorption band can be observed
in the region below 270 nm, corresponding to the band gap,
and is shifted to a lower wavelength for the Eu-doped samples
compared to that in the Pr(OH); spectrum. Several sharper
peaks at 446 nm, 462 nm, 470 nm, 583 nm and 591-597 nm
represent the Pr®* electronic transitions. These peaks were
observed in both pure and doped samples.

There are no peaks that can be ascribed to the intraband
4f-4f Eu®* electronic transitions due to the fact that the doping
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percentage is low. Another very broad absorption peak at
~340 nm can be ascribed to the formation of oxygen-vacancy
impurity levels within the band gap. These states are already
seen in the defective La(OH); nanorods (with the absorption
around 280 nm) and ascribed to the surface oxygen vacancy
states formed during the synthesis process.>

From the absorption spectra shown in Fig. 6(a), by applying
the absorption spectra fitting method for the indirect electronic
transitions,*® the band gap of these materials was estimated.
Fig. 6(b) presents the Tauc plots*® for the indirect transition of
the Pr; ,Eu,(OH); samples. It was deduced that the pure
Pr(OH); band gap of ~4.78 eV was shifted to ~4.5 eV in
Pry.90EU, 01(OH)3 and Pry o7Eug o3(OH)3, while it increased again
in Pry osEug 05(OH)3, approaching the Pr(OH); value. The lower
gap of the 1% and 3% Eu-doped samples can be explained by
the presence of a higher amount of the KNO; phase in these
samples, which have a lower band gap'*** compared to that of
Pr(OH),.

In order to probe the intraband defect states, the PL mea-
surements were performed using a 340 nm excitation light with
the purpose of exciting the states corresponding to the broad
peak centered at 340 nm in the absorption spectra (see
Fig. 6(a)). The PL spectra of Pr; ,Eu,(OH); samples shown in
Fig. S2 (ESIt) consist of an intense PL peak centered at 430 nm
and several lower intensity Pr** emission peaks that are
red-shifted, compared to those of their counterparts in the
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absorption spectra. The characteristic Eu®*" peaks are not
observed because of the presence of the hydroxyl groups, which
act as the luminescence quenching centers and can increase
the non-radiative processes.*’ The intensive blue emission peak
can be attributed to the deep level oxygen vacancy defect states
and originates from the recombination of an electron occupying
the vacancy and the photogenerated holes.*® The intensity of
this peak increases in the 3% and 5% Eu-doped samples. This is
in accordance with the XPS and XRD results, which showed that
the oxygen deficiency increased with increased Eu content.

Although the determined band gap values of Pr; ,Eu,(OH);
nanostructures are relatively high, the sub-band gap state
observed from the PL and UV-vis absorption spectra (see
Fig. 6(a) and Fig. S2, ESIt) allows for these structures to be
tested as the potential photocatalysts in the UV region. Therefore,
the photocatalytic degradation of the RO16 dye was tested for
Pr, ,Eu,(OH); nanostructures under UV light.

The kinetics of the degradation of RO16 under UV light is
shown in Fig. 7(a). It is evident that RO16 can be effectively
removed by the Pr; ,Eu,(OH); nanostructures. The pure
Pr(OH); sample showed a moderate adsorption in the dark
and its photocatalytic removal efficiency was more than 90%
after 180 min. A pronounced adsorption in the equilibrium
period of 60 min before the exposure to UV light was seen in
the 3% Eu-doped sample. On the contrary, the 1% and 5%
Eu-doped samples showed no adsorption. The iso-electric point
of a photocatalyst influences the adsorption process to a great
extent. Therefore, the zeta potentials for pure, 1%, and 3%
Eu-doped Pr(OH); (shown in Fig. 8(b)) were measured in the pH
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Fig. 7 (a) Degradation of RO16 dye under UV light in the presence of the

pure and Eu-doped Pr(OH)z nanostructures and (b) the first-order reaction
kinetics and constant k values.
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Fig. 8 (a) PL spectral changes observed during UV illumination of the
Pro.95EUg.05(0OH)3 sample in the solution of terephthalic acid after 5, 10, and
15 min and (b) zeta potential dependence on pH value for pure, 1%, and 3%
Eu-doped Pr(OH)s.

range of 2.0-12.0 and their iso-electric points were 8.2, 7.6 and
8.8 respectively. At pH = 4.7, which was the natural pH value of
the solution, the surface charge of the catalysts is positive in the
following order: 3% Eu > Pr(OH); > 1% Eu. As the RO16 dye
molecule is negatively charged, the best adsorption is expected
in the 3% Eu-doped sample due to the stronger electrostatic
interaction between the adsorbent and the adsorbate. A slightly
weaker adsorption is expected in Pr(OH); and the lowest is in
the 1% Eu-doped Pr(OH); sample. This is in good agreement
with the experimental results. The changes in the morphology
of the 3% Eu-doped Pr(OH); (i.e. the existence of two types of
nanorods with diameters of the orders of magnitude ~10 nm
and ~50 nm as shown in Fig. S1(c), ESIt) and the increased
amount of oxygen vacancies (deduced from the Rietveld analysis)
in this sample can be additional reasons for the enhanced
adsorption.

The Eu-doped Pr(OH); nanostructures exhibited a much faster
removal efficiency than pure Pr(OH); and a faster dye removal at
the beginning of the reaction (Fig. 7(a)). A rapid removal of RO16
was observed in the first 30 min and after 70 min, the dye was
almost completely removed. Under the similar conditions, the
Eu-doped Pr(OH); nanostructures demonstrated a much better
photocatalytic activity than Degussa.>’*® The photocatalytic
degradation of RO16 followed the first-order kinetics (Fig. 7(b)),
expressed by the equation In(C/C,) = kt, where C is the initial dye
concentration and C is the dye concentration at time ¢. The first-
order rate constant k values, obtained from the slope of In(C/Cy)
vs. t, for the Pr;_,Eu,(OH); samples are presented in Fig. 7(b).
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It can be deduced that the Eu-doped samples have significantly
higher k values than that of pure Pr(OH);, confirming that these
samples are better photocatalysts than the pure Pr(OH); sample.

The XRD, XPS and UV-vis absorption spectra have revealed
that the Pr, ,Eu,(OH); samples are oxygen deficient. In addition,
the XRD results have confirmed that the oxygen deficiency
increases with Eu doping. The XPS measurements suggested
the high segregation of Eu ions on the surface of the doped
nanostructures. The presence of lattice defects such as oxygen
vacancies (Vo) and Eu®” ions, particularly on the surface of
Eu-doped nanostructures, can influence, to a great extent, the
photocatalytic activity of the Pr; ,Eu,(OH); samples.

The photo-generated electrons or holes can be captured by
Vo, which forms impurity levels inside the band gap and serves
as charge carrier trap, suppressing the e-h recombination
process.>® Moreover, the vacancies facilitate the charge transfer
to the adsorbed species on the catalyst surface such as O, or
H,0, forming reactive radicals (superoxide radical (O,*") or
OH"), the existence of which is important for a fast and
successful photocatalytic degradation of organic dyes. It is
well-documented that at the surface of oxide nanostructures
such as TiO, or CeO,, water dissociation takes place exclusively
on the oxygen vacancy defect sites, where every surface Vo
enables the formation of two hydroxyl groups.®™** The infrared
study of Pr; ,Eu,(OH); nanostructures confirmed the presence
of hydroxyl groups from water.

The formation of the OH® radicals was tested on the surface
of the Pr, ¢5EU, o5(OH); photocatalyst under UV irradiation and
detected by the PL method. The PL spectra of the reaction
solution were measured at room temperature and are presented
in Fig. 8(a). Terephthalic acid reacts with the OH® radicals
producing 2-hydroxyterephthalic acid, which exhibits a PL peak
at 425 nm.** The intensity of this peak is proportional to the
amount of OH* radicals produced in the solution.***> As shown
in Fig. 8(a), a substantial increase of the intensity of the 425 nm
peak with prolonged illumination time indicates the increasing
amount of OH® radicals produced at the surface of the
Pry.05sEU 05(OH)3 sample.

The existence of the surface and subsurface vacancies also
enables better adsorption of O,, which can capture the photo-
generated electrons or electrons located on Vo, producing the
superoxide radical groups.*’*® In addition, due to a high
oxidative potential of the holes, they can directly attack the
dye, leading to its oxidation (h" + dye — dye*" — oxidation of
the dye). Furthermore, the photogenerated holes can easily
react with the surface-bound H,O or hydroxyls (OH "), forming
the hydroxyl radicals (OH®). Although similar studies, to the
best of our knowledge, have not been performed for the Pr(OH);
nanostructures, it is reasonable to assume that the oxygen
vacancies have an important role in the photocatalytic process
at the Pr; _,Eu,(OH); surface. Furthermore, the recent papers of
Dong et al.® and Wang et al.,'! aimed at the investigation of the
photocatalytic properties of the defective La(OH); nanorods
and La(OH); nanorods doped with 4f elements, demonstrated
the crucial role of oxygen vacancies in the photocatalytic degrada-
tion of dyes and strongly support our findings. The oxygen vacancy
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states in the band gap were registered by the PL and absorption
measurements.

Moreover, Eu*" ions are often used as the dopants that can
prevent rapid recombination of the photogenerated electrons
and holes because they create the surface states that present a
barrier for electrons.*”” The emission from these states was not
observed in the PL spectra excited with 340 nm probably due to
the OH bond quenching. However, since the Eu®" states were
registered by XPS, they can be responsible for the enhanced
photocatalytic activity of the Eu-doped nanostructures due to
the abovementioned electron trapping effect.

In the recent paper of Mahlalela et al., it was demonstrated
that TiO, nanoparticles exhibited an enhanced photocatalytic
activity in the presence of KNOj;. This was ascribed to the
increased production of the hydroxyl radicals due to the
presence of NO;™ anions. The direct photolysis of nitrate ions
(NO3 ™) during irradiation with A > 280 nm can result in the
formation of the NO,* and O°*" radicals. In the presence of
water, the O°" radicals can be protonated, leading to the
formation of the hydroxyl radicals (OH*) and OH™ ions according
to the following reaction:*®

(NO; ) 5 (NOy )= NO,* +0°~ +H,0 — NO5* + OH* + OH ™
8]

In this way, the concentration of the OH® radicals is increased,
thus enhancing the photodegradation of the dyes. Furthermore,
nitrate ions are good acceptors for the photoinduced electrons,
forming the nitrogen trioxide anion radicals (NO,*>7). These
radicals on reacting with water would form powerful nitrogen
dioxide (NO,*) anions, which are capable of oxidizing the dyes."®

The XPS, XRD and Raman analysis confirmed the presence
of the KNO; phase in the Eu-doped samples. The presence of
NO; ™ ions at the surface of the doped samples can additionally
improve their photocatalytic properties due to the abovemen-
tioned radical formation. Considering all previously mentioned
results, a mechanism of photocatalytic reactions in Eu-doped
Pr(OH); is proposed and presented in Fig. 9.

The photocatalytic stability was tested on the Pr, 9sEUg 05(OH)3
sample. Fig. S3 (ESIt) shows the repeated photocatalytic runs
under the UV light irradiation. Although there was a certain drop
in the efficiency in the second run, these results indicated that the
Eu-doped Pr(OH); catalysts were stable. The drop in the efficiency
after the first run is ascribed to the adsorbed dye molecules and
the reduction of a number of the active sites since the catalyst is
recycled by centrifugation and deionized water washing without
any additional chemical treatment.

Therefore, an enhanced photocatalytic activity of the Eu-doped
Pr(OH); nanostructures can be explained by the presence of
oxygen vacancies, Eu®*" trapping states and KNOjz-mediated
hydroxyl radical production at the surface of our as-prepared
samples. The synergy of these three factors resulted in the
efficient separation of the photogenerated electrons and holes
and their transfer to adsorbed species at the surface, thus
enabling excessive formation of the reactive radicals and effi-
cient dye degradation.
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Fig. 9 Illustration of the photocatalytic mechanism of Eu-doped Pr(OH)s
under the UV light irradiation.

This study provides a new insight into the role of oxygen
vacancies, 4f dopants and a proper choice of alkaline metal
hydroxides in promoting the photocatalytic efficiency of
Pr(OH);. Our future studies would be dedicated to the investi-
gation of the influence of other 4f dopants on the morphology,
the electronic structure and the photocatalytic performances of
Pr(OH); nanostructures.

Conclusions

In summary, the defective Pr; ,Eu,(OH); nanostructures were
synthesized by a simple microwave-assisted hydrothermal method
and the comprehensive characterization has been performed by
XRD, XPS, ICP-OES, FE-SEM, Raman, IR and DR spectroscopy.
It is observed that Eu** doping promotes the formation of oxygen
vacancies and changes the morphology of Pr(OH); nanorods. Eu**
ions also have a tendency to segregate at the surface of the
nanostructure. Furthermore, the presence of KNO; phase is
registered in the doped samples. The Eu-doped nanostructures
exhibit an excellent photocatalytic activity towards the photo-
degradation of an azo dye compared to that of pure Pr(OH);
nanorods. Oxygen vacancies, the change in the morphology and
the presence of Eu®" and NO; ™~ ions at the Pr(OH); surface play a
significant role in improving the photocatalytic properties of the
Pr(OH); nanostructures. The enhanced photocatalytic activity of
the Pr; ,Eu,(OH); nanostructures originates from the combined
effect of oxygen vacancies and Eu®" ions, which act as trapping
centres, subsequently enabling the facile charge transfer to the
adsorbed species. In this way, a fast electron-hole recombination
can be suppressed and more reactive radicals can be formed.
The presence of the KNO; phase in the Pr; ,Eu,(OH); samples
additionally improves the photocatalytic performances of Pr(OH);
nanostructures, Ze., the presence of NO;~ ions can enhance the
production of NO,* and OH® radicals. Furthermore, the 3%
Eu-doped sample exhibited very good adsorption properties due
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to a higher electrostatic attraction of anionic dye and different
morphology compared to those of other samples. The possibility
of tuning the ratio of photocatalytic versus adsorptive activity of
the Eu-doped Pr(OH); nanostructures makes them desirable for
environmental applications.
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Study of the interaction between nanoparticles and human cells is usually performed using
customized biochemical assays that mostly offer measurements of a single quantity/property and
use labels. Raman spectroscopy on the other hand offers integral insight into complex
information on biomolecular composition and molecule conformation inside cells by measuring
vibrational spectra from the entire cell [1]. Furthermore, it does not require dyes nor other labels
and sample preparation is very simple, which reduces time consumation and possibility of cell
damage during preparation.

Cerium-dioxide (CeO») nanoparticles are known for their controversial dual activity in numerous
studied cancer cell lines: while protecting some cell types from oxidative damage, their cytotoxic
effect in other cell lines is also reported |2, 3]. Here, effects of two types of CeO2 nanoparticles:
uncoated and dextran-coated, were studied in Hel.a cells, a cervical carcinoma derived cell line.
Nanoparticle-treated cells were probed by routinely used biological assays for cell growth and
viability, based on dying with Sulforhodamine B and Trypan Blue, respectively [3]. The tests have
shown that the nanoparticles have more prominent effect on cell growth than on viability. In the
light of this information Raman spectroscopy was employed in order to investigate the changes
in biomolecular content of the cervical cancer cells after treatment with nanoparticles and find
connection between these changes and the resulting cell status. Raman spectra of nanoparticle-
treated and control (untreated) cells were obtained using 532 nm laser line as an excitation probe.
From each experimental group, at least 250 cell spectra were measured. Principal component
analysis (PCA) covering the spectral regions (700-1800) cm! and (2800-3200) cm ™ has extracted
the differences between vibrational spectra features of nanoparticle-treated and control cells, but
also between spectra of cells treated with uncoated and coated CeO2 nanoparticles. These
changes have been associated with induced alterations of prominent groups of biomolecules,
DNA, lipids and proteins. Reduced total DNA content and/or breaking of O-P-O bonds leads
to the decreased vibrational intensity of 785 c¢cm peak which differentiates to a large degree
treated and control cells. Amide I vibrational band (1600-1670) cm!, characteristic for peptide
bonds and modulated by proteins secondary structure, differentiates between cells treated with
coated and uncoated nanoparticles. Correlation of the spectral information with the results of
biological assays was performed.
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Among major acute complications of diabetes are ketoacidosis and hyperglycemic hyperosmolar state.
Diabetic ketoacidosis (DKA) appears due to the insulin deficiency, which causes hyperglycemia and increased
lipolysis, and, as a result, increased level of ketone bodies in blood and urine. This reduces pH value of blood,
leading to metabolic acidosis. Hyperglycemic hyperosmolar state (HHS) is characterized by extremely high
serum glucose level and hyperosmolality without significant ketone bodies production. However, some
overlapping between the characteristics of DKA and HHS may exist. Precise diagnosis, as well as clinical and
biochemical hour-by-hour monitoring, is crucial for the adequate treatment of these severe and life-threatening
conditions.

Raman spectroscopy, a non-invasive method which is based on the effect of inelastic light scattering and can
be used for molecular fingerprinting of various biomaterials [1], was applied in order to try to discern between
DKA and HHS conditions in a label-free and time efficient manner. Raman spectra of blood serum and plasma
of patients diagnosed with diabetes type 2 with/without acute complications of ketoacidosis and HHS were
obtained. Spectra were acquired in the range 350-3700 cm™ using excitation line of 532 nm and afterwards
background corrected with polynomial function of 5th order. Dominant features of the majority of spectra are
positioned at 1003 cm™, 1155 cm™, 1515 cm™ and belong to phenylalanine and beta carotene (resonantly
enhanced) vibrations. Amide (protein) and lipid related bands were registered in the intervals (1200 -1380) cm’
' and (1450-1700) cm™.

Potential of Raman spectroscopy for differentiation between the two acute complications of diabetes is
analyzed by use of principal component analysis (PCA). PCA was performed using different spectral intervals
in order to classify spectra of serum and plasma from different patients according to the inter-spectra
variations in these intervals. Most pronounced differences between the spectra of serum of patients with
ketoacidosis compared to the spectra of serum of HHS patients were expressed in the high-wavenumber region
containing C-H and O-H vibrations.
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16. OabpaHa AOKTOpPCKOr npojexkTa AH-MB-040M 10 3 | 28. jyH 2019.




MonoxeHo je 16 npegmeTa y 06umy oa 154 ECIB, ca npoceyHom oueHom 10,00.

MoTBpaa ce wu3gaje Ha NWYHKM 3axTeB paan wu3bopa y 3Barbe W He MOXe ce

KOPWUCTUTU Y Apyre cepxe.
TCKE CNY>XBE BMONOLLK YNTETA
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Hasus npeamera: On0pana gokropckor npojexra (AH-MB-O/IIT)

HacTraBHuIM: MEHTOD 3aBPIIHOT pasna U WwiaHoBH CaBeToJjaBHE KOMHUCH]E

CraTyc npeaMeTa: 00aBe3HH 3aj€JHHYKA

bpoj ECIIB: 3

Ycio0B: HEMA

Iusb npeamera:

Pa3Bujame ciocoOHOCTH CTy/AEHTA J1a KPUTHYKH Pa3MHIILIba, /1a (GopMyNnHIe corncTBeHe uieje u
Jla TJIaHUPa CBOja UCTPAXHBaba, KAKO OU ce pa3BUO y CaMOCTAIHOT, eUKACHOT M POLYKTHBHOT
HCTpaKMBAYA.

HMcxon npeamera:

CryneHT je ocrocoOJbeH Ja IpeTpaxyje U KPUTHUKHA aHAIM3Mpa HAYYHY JINTEPATypy W HAydHE
0a3e mojaTtaka, 1a yOurd HEMO3HAHUIIE Y aKTYeIHOM CTamy Yy JaToj 001acTH UCTpaXKUBamba U aa
Hanuiie U oA0paHu MPeJIOT JOKTOPCKOT MPOjeKTa.

Canp:xaj npeamera:

CryzeHT npeTpaxyje Hay4Hy JIUTepaTypy H 0as3e mojaTaka, MPHKYIJba U KPUTHUYKH aHAIH3HPA
pelieBaHTHE MoJaTKe M3 00JacTH W3 Koje paad JOKTOPCKY IUCEepTalujy, a 3aTuM y3 nomoh
MeHTOpa (popMyINuILe IIJb CBOje JOKTOPCKE THCEpTalije Tako Ja OHA MPEACTaBJba OPUTHHAIAH
Hay4YHU JOTMPUHOC, OCMUIIJbaBa METOIOJOIIKN MPUCTYN Koju he oMoryhntu peannsanujy musba
JUcepTallyje, MpaBy peallad IUIaH pajia U CBe TO MHUIIe Y GOPMH IPEeIora JOKTOPCKOT MPOojeKTa
npema 3aaTuM npornosuiidjama. CBOj JTOKTOPCKU TPOjeKaT CTYACHT Mpe3eHTHpa U OpaHH Mpej
MeHTopoM, CaBeToqaBHOM KOMHCH]OM, 3aHHTEPECOBAHUM HCTPaKUBAYMMA M CBOjHM KOJIETama.

Bpoj yacoBa akTHBHE HacTaBe | npenaBama: 0 | CTynujcKu UCTpaXUBadKu paj: 4

Metone nzBohema HacTaBe:
o IIpernen nurepatype
e KoHcynranuje ca HACTaBHUKOM
e [lucame npeajiora JOKTOPCKOT MPOjEeKTa MPeMa 3aaTHM ITPOIIO3HUIIHjaMa
e [Ipe3eHTOBaE MpeAJIOra JOKTOPCKOT MPOjeKTa

OueHna 3HamA:
[Tucame npemsora moxTopckor npojekta 60, omdpana npojekra 40 moeHa.




PeNVEAHKA GPEHjA

W e

YHHREPBHTET \ Keorpany
BHOAOWIKH AKVATET

AHINAOMA

0 (TE€YEHOM BHCOKOM OBPAZORAHLY

MHAETHh Tlpeapar MHFPJANA

poheHa 29.10.1985. rOAHHE v
Foprhed MHAAHOBLY, I'OpH AMHAAHORALL, PENYVEAHKA GPEHjA
VIIHCAHA 2004/035. roAHHE, A AdHA 16.07.2015. roAHHE
ZARPLIHAA j€ CTVAHjE HA
RHOAOLIKOM DAKVATETY YHHREPZHTETA v Keorpagy
HA CTVAHJCKOj TpyIH
MOAEKYAAPHA BHOAOTHjA H DHZHOAOTHjA
CA OMWTHM venexom 8.59 (ocam H S9/100)
H OULEHOM 10.00 (AECET H 00/100) HA AHMAOMCKOM HCTIHTY.
Ha OCHORY TOrA jOj C€ H3AAjE OBA AHMAOMA
0 CTEYEHOM RHCOKOM OEPAZORAHY H CTPYUHOM HAZHRY

AHNAOMHPAHH MOAEKY AAPHH BHOAOT H PHIHOAOT

PEAHH BPOj H3 €BHACHUHjE O H3AATHM AHMAOMAMA S291S.
¥ heorpaay 23.02.2016. roaHHE

A€KaH PEKTOp

Wit

[poch. Ap thémko TOMAHOBHR l]po’q‘:)/’ﬁ’?p RAAAHMHP BV MEALIHPERHR
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CryaeHTCKM Tpr 16

11000 BEOTPAA

Penybanka CPEMJA

Tea: +381 11 2186 635

Pakc: +381 11 2638 500
E-nowra: dekanat@bio.bg.ac.rs

bpoj 132/3 - 17.02.2016.

[penmer: llpusnasare cmpyunos, akademcrkoe, 0OHOCHO HAYYHO2 HA3UBA CMEYCHO2 NPEMA NPONUCUMA
3axona o ynugepsumemy uz 2002. 200une

Ha ocuoBy unana 127. 3akona o BucokoM oOpazoBamy (,,Cityx0Genn riacuuk PC*, 6p.
76/05, 100/07 — ayrenTnuHo Tymauewe 97/08, 44/10, 93/12, 89/13 u 99/14) cmpyunu, axademcku,
OOHOCHO HAYYHU HA3UE CMEYeH NpemMa NPONUCUMA KOJU CY BANCULU OO CINYNAIbA HA CHAZY 0602 3AKOHA,
Y noeiedy npasa koja us mweea npousiase, usjeoHaueH je ca 00208apajyhum cmpyunum, akademckum,
OOHOCHO HAYYHUM HA3UBOM YMEPHeHUM 08UM 3AKOHOM.
Cmpyunu nazue cmeuen 3a6puiaéaroeM OCHOBHUX CMyOuja Ha haxyimemy, y mpajary 00
uemupu 00 wecm 200UHA, U3jeOHAYeH je ca aKa0eMCKUM HA3U8oM u3 uiana 95. cmae 6. 0602 3aKoHa,
OOHOCHO €A AKAOeMCKUM HA3UGOM MACHEDP Ca HA3HAKOM 36alba OpY202 CMENeHa MAcmep aKa0emMcKux

cmyouja uz ooeoeapajyhe obaracmu.

Ha ocHOBY HaBeI€HOT U3/ajeMO

MOTBPAY

ITorBphyjemo na je Muaeruh (Ilpeapar) Mupjana, JMBI" 2910985788417
koja je 16. jyaa 2015. roaume aumiomupaa Ha YHuBepsurery y Beorpaay - Buogomxom
¢pakyarery W cTekaa cTpy4HH HasuB: JlMniomMupanu mojexyjaapuu Guonor u ¢usHoor, y
MorJieay IpaBa Koja M3 OBOI CTPYYHOI Ha3WBa IIpOU3Nase, M3jeHa4YeHa Ca JIMIUMA KOja CTEKHY
AKaJIeMCKH HA3MB MacTep OMO0JIOr ca HA3HAKOM 3Bama JPYror CTelmeHa MacTep aKaJeMCKHX

cryamja u3 oaropapajyhe o6nacru, unjum ce 3appmerkom cruue 300 ECIIB.




CTyA€HTCKU TPr 16

11000 BEOIPAA
YHUBEP3UTET Y BEOTPAZTY e

Tea: +381 11 2186 635

BUOJIOIIKA QAKYJITET  ®oxc: +381 11 2638 500

E-nowra: dekanat@bio.bg.ac.rs

Bpoj: nM3018/2015-7
Beorpaa, 16. aeuembap 2019.
Bpoj nHaekca: M3018/2015

YHuBep3uTeT y bBeorpagy, Buonowkn cakynTeT, Ha 3axTeB KOjU je noaHena
cTyaeHTkMHba Mupjana Munetuh usgaje cneaehy

noTBPAY

CTyneHTkutba MwupjaHa Mwnermh, 6poj mHaexkca M3018/2015, ynwucana je
wkoncky 2019/2020. roauHy Ha YHuBepauTeTy y Beorpaay, Buonowkom dakyntery,
cTyamjckn nporpaM MonekynapHa 6wuonoruja, moayn MonekynapHa 6uonoruja
eyKapuoTa - JOKTOPCKe aKaAeMcKe cTyaunje, kao camouHaHcupajyhu cTyaeHT.

HakoH 3aBplueTKa AOKTOPCKMX aKaAaMCKUX CTyAuja CTyAeHTKukba he cTehu HayuHu
Ha3nB AOKTOP HayKa - 6MOMOLLKE HayKe.

CTydeHTy je npuxsaheHa TemMa AOKTOpCKe AucepTaumje v oapeheHa kKomucuja 3a
npernea v oLeHy HayyHe 3aCHOBaHOCTW TeMe 3a M3pady AOKTOPCKe AucepTauuje Ha Tpehoj
cegHuum HactaBHo-HayuHor Beha Buonowkor dakynteta YHusep3uteta y bBeorpaay
oapxaHoj 16.12.2019. roauHe.

MoTBpaa ce wu3aaje Ha NUYHM 3axTeB paav m3bopa y 3Barbe M HE MOXe ce
KOPUCTUTU Yy Apyre CBpXe.

EHTCKE CNYXBE b QDOUJKOF ﬁ(ynTETA

3opaH Hukonuh





